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Background
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Learning Objectives
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❑  Difference between Master’s vs. PhD 

❑  Research in social science

❑  Important ethical considerations

❑  How to work with your thesis advisor



Difference between Masters’ and PhD students
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Aspects Master’s PhD

Duration Typically, 2 years  Typically, 3-6 years full-time 

Pedagogy Emphasis on practical 

knowledge and skills (with 

some research skills)

Emphasis on strong 

theoretical knowledge and 

research skills 

Research Focus Emphasis on applied 

knowledge and research

Emphasis on original 

research and theoretical 

contribution 

Independence Moderate level of 

independence  

High level of independence  

Output Thesis or minor thesis and 

conference papers

Dissertation and 

publications (Scopus and 

Web of Science

Outcome Professional growth Advancement of research 

and theory
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Research in Social Science  
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Research in Social Science  
Equal marriage rights

The rise of Generative AI

Declining birth rate



Research Process  
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Problems 
around you

Passion, interests 
and skills

Research Questions

In-depth
Literature Review

Build a conceptual model

Observe Data

Talk to 
your 

advisor

Your initial literature 
review  

Gaps?Gaps?

Gaps?
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Example of Literature Review Table

Fathya, V. N., Viverita, V., Hati, S. R. H., & Astuti, R. D. (2023). Customer 

satisfaction with electronic public services: An 18 years of systematic literature 
review. International Review on Public and Nonprofit Marketing, 20(4), 759-812.
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(Re)search Tools
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Khunying Long E-Library

https://clib.psu.ac.th/e-resources/e-databases.html

https://clib.psu.ac.th/e-resources/e-databases.html


Powerful Search Tool: Google Scholar

12

Highly cited 
papers tend to 

come from good 
journals



Top Publishers
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❑Reed-Elsevier

❑Springer

❑Wiley-Blackwell 

❑Taylor & Francis

❑Sage

❑Emerald

❑Cambridge

❑Oxford
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Please use “Endnote” or other tools 
(e.g., Zotero)
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Methodological Rigor Is Critical for 
Social Science Research

▪ Sample
▪ Sample size
▪ Sampling
▪ Instruments

▪ Sample
▪ Sample size
▪ Sampling
▪ Instruments

“Scientific”



Ethical Considerations for human research
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❑ Informed Consent

❑ Confidentiality

❑ Right to Withdraw

❑ Beneficence and Non-maleficence

❑ Justice

❑ Respect for Persons

❑ Transparency

❑ IRB 
Buchanan, E. A., & Hvizdak, E. E. (2009). Online survey tools: Ethical and 

methodological concerns of human research ethics committees. Journal of 
empirical research on human research ethics, 4(2), 37-48.
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Two simple rules

▪ The Two-Line Rule: Ensure that no more than two 
consecutive lines of text are directly copied from any 
single source without quotation marks. .

▪ The Less Than 40% Overlapping Rule



How to Succeed in a Graduate Program 
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❑ Choose “topics” you are passionate about 
(with the consent from your thesis advisors)

❑ Choosing the right advisor (and divorce the 
wrong one asap!)

▪ An expert in your area

▪ Caring and responsive

❑ Social-support (e.g., friends and colleagues) 

❑ Work-life balance
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Humility 

High-quality 
Mentoring

Student 
Success

Work hard 
(and smart 

too)

How to Succeed in a Graduate Program 

▪ Consistent
▪ Responsible
▪ Pareto law (80/20)

▪ Knowing your strengths and weaknesses
▪ Open to ideas and (critical) feedback
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Evaluating the Quality of International Academic Journals  

Assessing the quality of international academic journals can be a complex task, challenging for both novice and 
experienced scholars alike. As an academic, I frequently encounter questions about journal quality from students 
and faculty, and I've noticed many misconceptions persist. 

During my doctoral studies, I developed a multifaceted approach to evaluating journal quality and reputation: 

1. Identifying where respected scholars in my field published their research 

2. Noting which journals featured seminal papers in my area of study 

3. Observing which journals were frequently cited in high-quality publications 

4. Paying attention to journals often discussed by my professors 

5. Considering the reputation of journal editors 

With experience, I developed an intuitive sense of a journal’s quality based on its name alone. I also became 
familiar with metrics like Impact Factors and other indices that quantify a journal's influence within the academic 
community. 

Upon returning to Thailand to pursue my academic career, I encountered new terminology related to journal indexing 
and ranking, such as ISI, Web of Science, and Scopus. Initially unfamiliar with these terms, I conducted extensive 
research to understand their significance in our academic landscape. Here's a concise overview of key indexing 
systems: 

1. **ISI (Thomson Reuters) / Web of Science (WoS) by Clarivate Analytics**:  

Widely regarded as the gold standard for academic publishing, WoS-indexed journals are highly prestigious and 
often display Impact Factors. WoS includes specialized indices: 

   - **SSCI (Social Science Citation Index)** for social sciences 

   - **SCIE (Science Citation Index Expanded)** for sciences 

   - **AHCI (Arts and Humanities Citation Index)** for humanities 

Publishing in WoS-indexed journals is highly competitive. Most offer free publication, with open access options 
available at a premium. The Journal Impact Factor (JIF) is used to measure influence, but is only available for 
SSCI and SCIE journals. 

2. **Scopus**:  



A more extensive database than WoS, Scopus includes nearly all WoS journals plus many others of varying quality. 
While journals indexed in both WoS and Scopus are generally excellent, some Scopus-only journals may be less 
prestigious. The SJR (SCImago Journal Rank) indicates a journal's influence within the Scopus ecosystem. 

Both WoS and Scopus categorize journals into quartiles based on JIF or SJR: 

   - **Quartile 1**: Top 25% of journals 

   - **Quartiles 2-4**: Descending order of quality 

It is important to note that fields with fewer journals may have more competitive quartile rankings. For instance, 
with only 49 journals in the SSCI Public Administration category, achieving a high quartile placement is particularly 
challenging. Personally, I consider any journal indexed in SSCI or SCIE to be prestigious, regardless of its specific 
quartile. 

The introduction of **ESCI (Emerging Sources Citation Index)** in 2015 created some confusion. This WoS subset 
includes Scopus journals under consideration for full WoS inclusion. While these journals initially lacked Impact 
Factors, they had the potential to gain them upon meeting quality standards. This led to a surge in WoS publications 
from Thai academics, potentially diluting the perceived value of WoS indexing. 

In 2 0 1 9 , the Thai government specified accepted international databases for academic publications: ERIC, 
MathSciNet, PubMed, Scopus, WoS (limited to SCIE, SSCI, and AHCI), JSTOR, and Project Muse. Notably, ESCI 
was excluded unless the journal was also indexed in Scopus. 

Further changes in 2023  introduced new complexities: all WoS journals, including those in AHCI and ESCI, now 
have Impact Factors. This development could potentially lead some to equate the presence of an Impact Factor 
with SSCI or SCIE status. To avoid confusion, it's crucial to verify a journal's status directly through the official WoS 
or Scopus websites: 

- **WoS**: [Web of Science Journal Search](https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results) 

- **Scopus**: [Scopus Journal Search](https://www.scopus.com/) 

* *Predatory Journals**: It is essential to be vigilant about low-quality, exploitative journals that prioritize profit over 
academic integrity. These publications often promise rapid publication for a fee. While Beall’s List of potential 
predatory journals has faced legal challenges and is no longer universally accepted, it remains a valuable resource 
for identifying questionable publications. Notably, even some Scopus-indexed journals have appeared on Beall's 
List. To maintain the credibility of your research, it's advisable to avoid these journals. 

 

https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results
https://www.scopus.com/


In conclusion, while WoS-indexed journals generally maintain high standards, it is important to recognize that no 
system is perfect. Some indexed journals may still have quality issues. As scholars, we must remain informed and 
selective in our publishing choices to uphold academic integrity. I hope this overview helps colleagues navigate the 
complex landscape of journal quality assessment more effectively. 
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